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History 

The site of this house was deeded by Clement C. Moore to 

GeorgerCoggill, a weaver .from England, in 1834.  Though the 

deed bears this date, it is said that the house waB erected 

four years earlier? in 1830.   Its design is supposed to have 

been a replica of the residence in Leeds, England, of the wife 

of George Coggill.   In 1839 the property was feold to £dwin 

Forrest and was retained by him until 1856,   We note that; 

"in No. 436 Vest ££nd Street lived the famous actor, Edwin Forrest. 

Here, with his wife Katherine Sinclair, a beautiful English woman, 

he lived for many years while at the summit of his fame. At his 

receptions he entertained many of the most distinguished men of 

his day, unthinking of the domestic unhappiness that made wretched 

his later years"   ("ilarly hew  York Houses" - Pelletreau.) 

The property passed to Philip F. plstor in 1856, a professor 

at Columbia University; and in 1879 was deeded to Sarah 'V. Drum- 

mond, the wife of James F. DruMuond; in 1908 it camo into the pos- 

session of their children, Dr. Isaac Tfyman Drummond (1855-1933) 

and his nister, :s*rs. Katherine V.-. Herbert, the present owner.  Dr. 

Drumniond, a graduate of the Colombia bchool of I.dnes, became an 

authority on paints, pigments and minerals.   He was associated 

with the firm of paint manufacturers, Devoe and RaynoIds> was a 

director of the Bowery Savings bank and of the School of Applied 

Design for 'jornen.   He was an art collector of 2r®at distinction 

and his marvelous collection of Oriental jados, amber, ivories and 
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lacauer  is now housed in the Museum of Natural   History in  New York. 

The house 

The exterior  shows  an unpretentious  three   story and basement 

red brick facade,   with browns tone  stair  and a Doric   columned doorway, 

also  of brownstone. It is  nov; one  of a rows   all iriore or less  sim- 

ilar. The windows  of "Che upper  floor were  enlarged at a  later 

date, with iron balconies   placed in   front  of theiii.       At the   rear are 

elaborate "wooden porches which date  frora 1880;   they  overlook a gar- 

den which  formerly was  quite noteworthy. 

On the  interior  the imposing  stair hall v.ith   its  circular   stairs 

is the most  striking feature. The floor here is   of black and 

white marble blocks,  laid diagonally;   the  trial is   painted ivory; 

and  the v/alls are  covered  /,'itha heavy e.nbossed paper of dark color 

vjith   a golden-colored frieze. The stair string  and balusters 

are very fine. The wood screen at the  back of the hall was  added 

by Ur.   Jaiaes   Druaaaond about   1^-80* The   door  triLis   in the Hall  are 

excellent. 

Across   the  rear on the  first floor  extends the   spacious  Living 

Room,  a handsome  ^eo-G-reo roo;a with notable pediaiented doorways  and 

beautifully  spaced pilasters;   there  is  an ornate  panelled ceiling 

of later date  (1909;. The   color   scheme in this  rooiii is  ivory and 

gold   tri:.i,  doors  and pilasters;  dull  red walls;   ceiling  of  cream, 

blue   and gold -all attractively  harmonised.        The  floors  are   par- 

quet.        The   original trin;  throughout  the   first  and  second floors  is 

of excellent  design. 

The house,  both or:   the  exterior  and the  interior,   sho'.vs  a quiet 

and  refined  dignity, which has been preserved by the various  ovmsrs. 
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